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Miserable nonsense, the writer of which must be out of his 


senses. Gouon. 
By this direful calamity, incredible damage was done to the 
Corn, Hops, Orchards, Fields, Woods, Houses, &c. in the Parishes 
of Brenchley, Tudely, Capell, Hadlow, Mereworth, ast anfi West 
Peckham, Fast and Nest Farley, Falding, Hunton, Teston, 
| Barming, N ateringbury, Nettlestead, Maidstone, Debtling, roy, 
Otham, Fc. | 
An Elegy on a Storm which happened in Wesr Ker, on the 


13th of August, 1763, PP. 14. London, 1764. 
| The Author was W. Paxrrer, a Surgeon and Apothecary at | 5 
Ton Malling, who advertised and professed to cure insanity ; the 
first poet perhaps, says Gough, that ever pretended to such an art. ; 
He also published, The Laurel Wreath, a Collection of Poems, by ” 
W. P., 2 vol. I2mo. 1766; it contains two local poems, entitled, 
« Barham Place,” the seat of Sir Philip Boteler, Bart. at un | 


and 6 yr okes,” the seat of Richard Masters, Esq. | 
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4 A Deſcription of. the Storm, &c. 


them ripe for, and juſt going to be put to the 
fickle, weeping over the unexpected total loſs of 
their gloſs, of their beauty; fee the huſbandman 
lamenting over the melancholy proſpect of their 
* © - Relds ſo deprived of their ears; and of the corn 
itſelf ſpread abroad, ſtraw'd, ſhatter d upon the 
ground: think how many there are upon the 
efrth,” that are. brought to great. difficulties al 
diſtreſs, to poverty. Hear! imagine we hear 
children crying aloud for bread: ſee | imagine we 
ſee their parents unable to ſtop their mouths, to 
feed the hungry 57 and fliink hoy many there are, 
or may be, that are caſt away upon the ſea by 
this calamity, by this heavy judgment of God, 
Who was not bowed down at the hearing of it? 
who was not diſmayid at the | ſeeing f It F 5 
the thoughts of it? who then can hear to deforibe; 
to relate it ? Let us now turn our thoughis t aν,ðͤs 
a very extenſive, agreeable, pleaſant proſpect. 
Reflect, let us ever refle&t upon the loving kind- 
neſs of the Lord, upon his mercy towards HE,. 
his goodneſs to us. That a nation laden with, 
that a nation ſull of infidelity, that ſich: a nation 
| lifted, up againſt, levelld-at it, and yet nat a. 
ally feel the weight of, and yet not be totally de- 
ſtroyed by it, but ſuffered to live on, till to ſee 


Y 


again the ſun with its uſual, We its wanted 
' brightneſs ſhining upon our heads, is a merey 


of 

worthy o „ which. it becometh him well to he 
thankful for, and which will encreaſe — dixige 
wrath and vengeance, if it has not this effect upon 
us. Sleep not then any Jonger in the bed of 
wickediiels, in the bed of ſin; awake unte hali- 
neſs, awake unto righteouſaek, be ye cloathed 
with humility, put on the new man, who will 
acknowledge it to be in the power of God to de- 
prive him of, to deny him an opportunity of reap- 


ing the fraits. af the carth in their ſeaſon. Let f 
the warning, let the image, let the reſem blance 
we have ſo lately had of the day of judgment, 


let this freſh Ces of the „ = God in 

not deſtroying us in the midſt It of with our fins 
| full-blown upon our heads, lead you, lead us all 
to repentance. Remember, let us ever remember 
that the moſt clandeſtine bribery, and every other 
fin whatſoever, will be diſcover d. There is no- 
thing ſecret that ſhall not be made manifeſt, no- 
thing hid that ſhall not be made known, come 
to light, be proclaim” d upon the houſe-top, and 
he _ runs into, he that continues in a diligent. 


_ 


which every one that has only a common ſhare 
umility, muſt acknowledge: himſelf to be u. 
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maſter's. original, obvious, ſerious thoughts, - 
which.he on Friday laſt told me. were-owing'to* 2 { 
his paying an attention that was due to the co 
fideration of eternity; the neglect of which con- 
ſideration, as he then told me, has been, is, and 
will continue to the end of the world to be the- 
leading principal cauſe of men's ſouls being miſe- 
rable, and for ever miſerable in a future ftatey' . 
upon which account, as he added, we who hope AF 
for. falvation cannot exerciſe our thoughts, can 2 
hardly let them run too much upon this: ſolt, * 
ſmooth ſurface, upon this moſt important _—_ 
I begin. now to draw, by the help of the ſtrength 
of my memory, to the end of — _ 
xe vou how, my hts 
upon eternity. Arrige aures FY When — — __ 
years are paſt and gone, we are no nearer to tht —_—_— 
end of eternity, if I may thus expreſs 53 
we were on the firſt moment. beg A 
5 idea e have of time is but of little, 5 it is of Bb 
any ſervice, towards for us r — FE 
lead that can let us into the knowledge, into 
adequate idea of eternity. The former is 10 
| eile of its being very ſhort, and very ſmall, 
chat it runs away from, does not dare to come A 
near to the thoughts of being compared with, or _ 
meaſured by the Tos. The Pla miſt . _ = 


8 A Deſcription ef the Storin, Bec. 


upon this ſubject, ſays, a chouſand years in, thy 
fbi are but as yeſterday when it is paſt, and as a 
watch in the night. Length of days indeed, of 
days wherein” no night, no darkneſs intervenes, 
length of days without end are in your hands: 
your ſun, O moſt glorious, moſt valuable eternity | 
is never ſet, and there is nothing that can be men- 
tioned, or thought of by way of compariſon with, 
that may not be look" ch upon as an affront offer 4 
to you. The wiſeſt man upon earth can have no 
thoughts of looking out for, of finding your equal, 
pour competitor. Vou Ys and you defire to 
remain as you ever was, and ever will be ſingle, 
alone, unparallel d; there is no comparifon with 
which you can be compared. Eternity is ſome- 
thing that is more like nothing, than any thin 
we have either ſeen, have been, or are acquaints 
with; and yet every one of us may, will, ” muſt 
feel either the good or the ill effects of it for ever. 
How then can we who are ſo unwilling,” and ſo 
unable, without the divine aid and aſſiſtance, to 
bear any temporary pain, any temporary affliction, 
: how can we upon any*confideration whatſoever be 
prevailed upon pid wee cent te tun any, even the leaſt 
hazard of bei ereafter to continue for 
52 a ſtate of pain and miſery? can -/ 
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we, how can we exeuſe oupfelives,” can we; 
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ſhew by our actions that we prefer a flate of tor- 
ment, of endleſs torment, to a ſtate full of happi- 
nels, to a Rate full of raptutes, of joy, of Joy 
eternal, the joy of our Lord, joy far beyond the: 
power 3 expreſſion, far beyo the moſt exalted -_ 
2 far beyond the warmeſt expectation. Tt 

ou have any bowels of love for your chink- 


EET 


can we be look d upon a; Kd beings,” * 0 9 4 3 


155 ag "i or your thou T friends and relations, if : 3 


ou have any bowels of compaſſion for the fuck 
infants, for the generation of men that will, 
that are to come upon, When you ate gobe eff 
from the ſtage of life; if you have any bowels. f 
compaſſion for yourſelves, you will, yon muſt fre- 
— if not continually bend your” thoughts 
t ſeriouſly think of eternity, 
Wer warf and eee 4 | 
righteouſneſs ſhines upon, whilſt the day af grace 
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remaineth with you, before death, before” ther 5 


night cometh, when no man can workout bis fal. 
vation, or ſtrike even one ſtroke towards beating 
out the impreſſions made upon the ſoul, contract 


ed by fin.. I will add one „ more 


tending to encourage the practice of accuſtoming; 


ourſelves to think ſeriouſly of eternity; it is word = 


b GO IE 
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8 4 1 Deſcription of the Storm, Kc. 
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lo, becauſe if the ſumma ſummarunm,. if the ſum 

total of his pains exceeds the ſum total of his 
pleaſures, he is ſo far from being happy, that he 
is a being unhappy, or miſerable, in 1 to 
that exceſs. From whence we may conclude, that 
no perſon upon earth can be pronounced to be ab- 
ſolutely happy, becauſe a ſcene of eaſe and of 
happineſs may ſoon be exchanged for a more dura- 
ble ſcene of pain and miſer ys even in this ile, 
whilſt we have our treaſure 1 in earthen veſſels. 
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An Hur ape to be written by a monu- 
ment in the month of September, and in the year - 
of our Lord 1763. | ; 


My motto ia, 4 irtus ſola nobilitas. 


— am, and I take pleaſure i in being a 8 5 
of the memory of the reverend Mr. John Hedges, 
who was vicar of Eaft Peckham, and of Eat Far. 
tey, in the county of Kent; who was a ſtar that 
ſhone upon the face of the earth with unuſual 
brightneſs ; ; who was the champion, the hero, the 

prop of the church of England; who was the 

happy owner of every virtue under the ſun; who 
| now ſhines even where the Son of Righteouſneſs © |” 
himſelf is; who now ſhines, who will for ever 
ſhine even in heaven, through the mercies of on os 


in Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 
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